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А ZARJAZ NEWS FOR VIDEO GAMERS—INSIDE! | 


And beware! You are being taken over by your own technology. The elec- 
tronic devices that you call video games are multiplying at an alarming rate. 
Ti еп spreading to the home! For the unprepared there is little hope 


— their circuits will be totally confused by the vast variety and choice 

ble. But, for 2000 AD readers, 1, Tharg the 'amesmaster, 
have prepared an invaluable information service which will guide you to the 
true thrill-power these games cont: It is called “Action Video" and the 
first report is in this prog. Miss it our peril! 


SPLUNDIG VUR THRIG “ARG 


Drawn:by Earthlet Darren Wills, West Yorks, 


A QUESTION OF IMPORT? 
Dear Tharg, 

QUASI-COMIC! | have collected comics for 
three years in America, but nothing can com- 
pare with 2000 AD. During a five-week visit to 
England | purchased thirty progs and various 
annuals, specials and albums. Please get to 
work on selling 2000 AD in America. 

Earthlet Lowell Francis, Indiana, U.S.A. $6 
Winner. 


Now you know what the American Dream is, 
Earthleis! 


THE GREAT DICTATORS? 
Dear Tharg, 
Who do the Dictators of Zrag (and their 


mother, the hideous Hag of Zrag) actually dic- 
tate to? 


MeL Бу Feat. Merc Wade? Earthlette Catherine Sellars, Harpenden, 
г Dear Tharg, Herts. £3 Winner. 

A recent government survey has found that ‘ 
Enid Blyton is the favourite author of children On Earth, they try to dictate to me — but. 
today and that the favourite children's comic is without success. Who they dictate to on their 
the Beano. Does this mean that Dennis the home planet of гар is another story — and oríe* 
Menace is more popular than Judge Dredd? that I will tell of in a future prog! 

10016 the Minx tougher than Judge Ander- 
son? And that the V.C.s were really wiped out SECRETS OF THE LAW! i 
by the Bash Street Kids? Dear Tharg, : 
Earthlet James A. Hall, Redditch, Worcs.£3 What toothpaste does Judge Dredd use? ', ,” 
Winner. Earthlet W.D. Webb-Purkis, Ottery St. Mary, 

Devon. £3 Winner. 


VOTE HERE! 


Therg displays your dra 
ani on his Nerve Centre. There ara 
big cash prizes for every entry published, 
во write to him now! The address is: 
THARG'S NERVE CENTRE, COMMAND 
MODULE 2018. KING'S REACH TOWER. 
STAMFORD STREET, LONDON SE1 915. 


= ша = шш ч 
List your three favourite stories 


IN THIS PROG onthe couponand 
I enclose it with your entry. I 


The newspaper cutting from which you 
derived your information states that the survey. Some might say that such a question is 
was government-backed. In other words, an in- designed to trivialise my paper’s most popular 
dependent survey team was used to question character, but I, Tharg, do not believe that was 
British Earthlets. | can now reveal that the your intention, Earthlet Webb-Purkis. 
members of the survey team were none other However, I cannot answer your query for the 
than the Dictators of Zrag who, as І mentioned simple reason that the contents of Judge 


earlier, spend their time on Earth trying to Dredd’s bathroom cabinet have never been 
discredit my mighty paper! ! 
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ан EE HUMAN AND ROB 

гоме VEAR HAD SEEN DECLARARI. 

CIT. ВИТ THE ANTI-ROBOT- VIGILANTES, THE 

HUMAN, eran WE, WERE MARCHING TOA 


IF YOU бо OUT ON THE 
EET S TODAY, 
You'D BETTER MAKE Sage? YOU'RE 
UM 


‘cos IF YOU'RE A DROID, we Gor 
SOMETHING FOR You — 


SERIPT ROBOT 
 GRANT/GKOVER. 
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YOU'RE ALL ALONE, ROBOT? 
ON YOUR OWN, ROBOT! 
THE LEAGUE HAVE A METHOD 
OR TWO, 


WU) FOR гелим ти 


ING WITH 
Q 76905 LIKE vou! 


THERE WON'T ВЕ MUCH LEFT 
VP WHEN OUR CLUBS HAVE CLEFT 
YOUR ROBOTIC BODY IN TWO! 


YOU TOOK OUR JOBS, ROBOT! 
MADE US 5085, ROBOT! 

9%) You've MADE EVERY HUME 

(EMPLOYED! 


им 7 
WE'VE ALL LOST OUR JOBS 
TO А DROID! 


UT WE'LL GET OUR OWN BACK, 
WE'LL BE ALL RIGHT, JACK, 
ONCE EVERY LAST koboris ~ 


J DESTROYED! 
一 -一 


YOU вот ME ROLLIN' AN" Ya 
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YOU FOR. 
BREAKFAST! 
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AT THAT VERY ONWARD BRIT-CIT ROBO-COPS, 
MOMENT S. р MARCHING TO THE FRAY! 
WITH OUR STUDDED TRUNCHEONS 
WE'LL CRACK HEADS TODAY! 


TUNE "ONWARD 


А зиме то THE. 
CHRISTIAN SOLDIERS” 
С т 77 


WE'LL CHOP THEM UP AND CHOP THEM DOWN, 
WE'LL CHOP THEIR CIRCUITS ALL OVER TOWN! 
THEY'LL RUE THE DAY THE HUMAN LEAGUE 


верски 00040 
2 ачу туд 


Е ARRIVAL OF MORE PRO/DS IN. WSB 
UE SETTLED THE MATTER! 


УУ SWING THOSE TRUNCHEONS 
vicious 


а 
DO WITH IT, TOO -COME 
ON, LET'S GET HOAGY 


АКО GET OUT OF HERE 一 NEXT PROS: [CAME] OR HOAGY) 


THE MOST POWERFUL PUZZLE IN SPACE 


ORB-IT PUZZLE 5 
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Тлу sav mere's № 


HIS OWN SATELLITE А CAPSULE THAT WILL 
CARRY THEM OFF THE LIVING HELE! 


THE WEEKS TURN INTO. 
SLOWLY, SLOWLY THE HOME -MADE 
CRAFT BEGINS TO TAKE SHAPE. 


THE NOSES OF 
THE BRUTAL PRISON GUAROS! 
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Credit Сага: 


SERIPT ROBOT 
GERRYFIMLEY- DAY 
ART ROBOT 
ALAN DAVIS 
LETTERING ROBOT 
ТОМУ МАСОВ 
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4 WE'RE NEARLY. 
Д READY TO GO! 
/ > 
N É 


BEN NINETY KNOWS THE 
FOOTSTEPS OF EVERY SLUG 
AND CON IN (8 BLOCK 


BEEN NEARLY SX 


YOU'VE KNOWN ALL ALONG THAT ZG 
WOULD BE YOUR STICKING POINT 


WE NEED FOUR K/LOS OF THE 


7 ENT) 
Я STUFE- NITRIC ACID АМ LIQUID 
DOIN” NINETY HYDROGEN — TO BLAST US BACK TY 
YEARS, HEE INTO THE ATMOSPHERE ! AN! Ww, Ари 


HEE HEE! THERE'S ONLY ONE PLACE WE 
САМ GET /T — THE FUEL STORE 
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7 TELL YES 
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PROBLEM 70 
OVERCOME., | 
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YOU HEAR 
THIS. TOAD? 


HEE HEE HEE! 

HE HEARD 1), 

HE HEARD IT. TWENTY-ONE 
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IGNORE HIM НЕ 'S 
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NOT 50 STRONG LIKE 
7 THOUGHT / 


ME CHANGING ROOM — WITH THE 27 SUIT 
BEN MADE, AN’ A 
HUNK OF PADDIN'.. 


20 REAL 6000 JOB 
WITH SERVO- VAC 
HARRY / HAAA Í 


YOU'RE SHIRKING , 
NUMBER ! CLEAN 
THAT UP BEFORE 

7 MAKE You, 
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SIR / FAST 


AT LEAST. 
HE'S BOUGHT 
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DISGUISE / 


RIGHT 

AWAY, SIR! 

N оғ COURSE, 
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SLOWLY, CAREFUL NOT TO 
ATTRACT ANY FURTHER 
ATTENTION, YOU WORK 
YOUR WAY TOWARDS THE 
SATELLITE'S SPINE. 
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NEXT PROG: "ГМЕ BIG RED ONE'S GONE MANICI” 
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ATA FILE 1 


System: Atari Video Computer System. 

Main Component: Console containing connections to power 
supply and TV, inputs for hand controllers plus switches for 
game selection, difficulty levels, power, etc. Game cartridges 
plug into slot on top. 

Hand controllers: Three plug-in types; joysticks, paddles and 
keypads. Use depends on type of game cartridge. 

Game cartridges: Over 50 available from Atari with many now 
being made by other companies to fit Atari VCS. New ones 
added regularly. 

Positive factors: Atari invented the video game. VCS current- 
ly best-selling system оп market, Vast range of cartridges 
available including home versions of the most famous video 
games (Space Invaders, Asteroids, Pac-Man, etc.). One 
player against the computer possible in most games. More 
game variations on each cartridge than competitors. 
Negative factors: VCS is now five years old. Limited amount 
of memory means simplified graphics and sound (home ver- 
sions of famous arcade games rarely look as good). No 
facilities 10 expand system. Cartridge design is incompatible 
with other systems. 

Note: Atari have a new video game system ready for release 
soon. Watch this page for news of it. 


STATE OF PLAY 
STAR WARS: THE EMPIRE STRIKES BACK. 
Parker (fits Atari VCS). £29.95. 


WHAT'S NEW! 

See the film, read the book — then play the video game! 
ЕТ. is the latest cartridge from Atari (to fit their VCS). The li 
tle alien is stranded on Earth and has to find three parts of his 
distress radio so that he can “phone home”. An FBI agent 
and scientist are chasing him but Elliott is there to help. Full 
review of this cartridge coming soon. 


You're Luke Skywalker rocketing your tiny snowspeeder 
across the Ice Planet Hoth. Five gigantic Imperial Walkers are 
marching towards the Rebels’ power generators, object: 
destruction. You scream into the attack with missiles, the 
Walkers fight back with missiles and ‘smart bombs’. It takes 
48 hits to destroy a Walker; if it hits you five times you're 
dead (you have five lives). Keep your snowspeeder in the air 
for two minutes and get the protection of ‘The Force’ for 20 
seconds at a time. So climb into your craft, check your on- 
screen radar for positions of the Walkers and protect that 
power generator at all costs! Parker have brought this classic 
scene from “The Empire Strikes Back” to vivid video game 
life with one important difference — you are in control! A 
deceptively challenging game and a good initial cartridge 
from this new company. 

For one and two players. 32 game variations. Four difficulty 
levels. 

THRILL-POWER RATING: 7/10. 
SKILL LEVEL RATING: 8/10. 


WHAT'S COMING! 

Two new VCS cartridges from Activision in January: Pitfall 
and Megamania.. . Also in the New Year, /magic become the 
first company to release Intellivision compatible cartridges 
(five initially)...Future games from Parker will feature 
famous names: Jaws, James Bond and Spider-Man. . . 


Home video systems made by three companies, Atari, Mattel and Philips, currently dominate 
the British market. Data files on the first two appear here, detailing particular advantages and 
disadvantages. The Philips system will be covered next week. 


1, Tharg the Cosmic Gamesmaster, bring you the first regular video games information 
service to appear in any comic on your planet. Your response to my Mighty Micro Page 
(another 2000 AD first, I might add) was treble zarjaz — I know your response to this new 


service will be mega-zarjaz! 


Trick Shot, Star Voyager and Demon Attack — three of 
seven VCS-compatible game cartridges released by Imagic, 
just one of several new companies now making cartridges for 
the Atari system. 


DATA FILE 2 


System: Mattel Intellivision: 

Main component: Console containing power supply and соп- 
nection to TV, two permanently connected hand controllers, 
reset button and power switch. Game cartridges ‘plug into 
slot in right side. 

Hand controllers: One multi-purpose type. Contains keypad, 
control disc and two sets of action buttons (suitable for left or 
right-handed players), Used for all games. 

Game cartridges: Over 30 available from Mattel. Other com- 
panies have plans to make compatible cartridges. New ones 
added regularly. 

Positive factors: Large memory capacity giving more detailed 
graphics and better sound. System said to be infinitely expan- 
dable by means of plug-in units. First of these just introduc- 
ed; a voice synthesiser which gives spoken information about 
state of play with special game cartridges (more of this in a 
later page). Facility to interrupt games and return to them at 
the exact point they were left. 

Negative factors: Most expensive system currently on 
market. Greater complexity of most games means that it 
takes longer to become familiar with them. Efficient use of 
control disc needs practice. Game cartridges incompatible 
with any other system. 


BE A 
2ОООАО 
CIRCUIT 
SIMASHER 


Think you've got a high score on your home video game? 
Tell the Mighty One about it. If you're right you could win an 
autographed photo of Tharg and the title 2000AD Circuit 
Smasher. Send the following details: Your score, name of 
game, game system (Atari, Intellivision, етс.), level of play, 
your name and address. Each score claim must be witnessed 
and signed by a parent or guardian. Send to the Nerve Centre 
address and mark your envelopes “Circuit Smasher” 


Next Prog: Data file on the Philips video game system. 
More news. More reviews! 
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ONCE MORE THE EVIL 
‘PLOTTERS MEET... 2 


IERE'S THE BANK. 
ТАКЕ IT TOGETHER 
NTAL ASSAULT? 


WHATS THE, 
GUYS? THEY'RE AS 
GREEN AS FIRST 
YEAR ROOKIES! 
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THE 1996 CABLE CAR DISASTER . 
А FRAYED WIRE MADE À CAR BREAK 
DOWN IN MID- JOURNEY. "IT PROVED 
10 ВЕ IMPOSSIBLE To REACH ME 
‘STRANDED PASSENGERS, WHO МАТЕР. 
HELPLESSLY FOR THE CABLE TO FINALLY 
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Awhole world 
of Christmas 
! venture. во 


12 smash hit annuals for kids who 
love actionand excitement. 
featuring many of your favourite 
stars from weekly magazines. 
Soccer, science-fiction, sport, war... 
there are annuals to please 
everyone, each full of dramatic 
stories, fantastic features and lots, 
lots more! Stacks of colour, too, so 
they make a great present to give or 
receive at Xmas. Visit your 
newsagent today....and beat the 
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